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As the number of GIs killed in Iraq
‘passes 2,000, and more than 10 times that

letter requesting that their child’s infor-

In a growing number of schools, stu-
dents — often together with parents,
teachers, and administrators — are cam-
paigning to make people more aware of
their right to opt out. Concerned parents
have started the “Leave My Child Alone”
movement (http:/leavemychildalone.org),
and other organizations, including
ACORN and Working Assets, have added
their voices of concern. Several local
school districts have interpreted the fed-
eral law to permit an “opt-in" system:
Schools won't release student informa-
tion to recruiters unless parents sign a
paper requesting the disclosure. The
Alameda County Board of Education ear-
lier this year passed a resolution urging
districts to ensure that all parents and
students understand their rights.

Rep. Mike Honda, D-Campbell, has in-
troduced a bill that would empower par-
ents to protect their high school age chil-
dren from unwanted contact by mili
recruiters. This bill (HR 551) deserves
support. Dubbed the Student Privacy Pro-
tection Act of 2005, the bill would amend
No Child Left Behind to replace “opt out”
with “opt in.” Parents who want their chil-
dren exposed to home phone calls from
military recruiters could opt in. Other-
wise, the student’s information remains
private.

Honda's proposed bill puts the burden
where it belongs: on the recruiters, not
on lhe: parents. It's not an anti-military
or anti-war bill; it's a pro-education bill.
Focusing high school students on educa-
tion is hard enough already.

Sheila Jordan
Alameda County Superintendent of
Schools




