’i‘ Alameda County Office of Education

Shells jordan

b T L b LLLEmEL E et

A Michac! Leruadam
MsoCiMe Supediriendent
BiAaieis Serveies

ek MEnNis
] T M A|'||||'I|r'1-‘ CHicer

Babbés Brooks
2 '» I @enaen

|t Flores
B Tl SuDeinsenden

200304
BOAKD OF EDUCATION

Envique Palasos
Fesden

Tvomne Cerralo
Frmiril Awallar
Mprribey

Gay Plalr Cobb
Aembas

Fulix Eizaide

LT B

ol jones
s terriber

JiCi o Rty
Aiermibey

313 W, Winton Ave
Hayward, California
94544-1198

(5100 BE/-01 52

wwrwacne k12 caus

|

Deceber 10, 2002

Honorable Gray Davis
Governor of Californa
1" Floor State Capitol
Sacramento, C& 95814

BEe: Message frorm Supenntendents for Considerahon mn 5 pecial Session
Dear Governor Davis:

I ara writing on behalf of the district supe nntendents in Alareda County concerned about
proposed cuts in education. We urge legislators to take a serious look at tax legislation
that ra1se s revenues and reduces the seventy of cuts fo education.

If the cuts go too deep, we not only lose the progress we have made, but we destabihize
and 1mpede our ability to mantain safe learning ercrirorenents. Furthermore, it wall be
extrerne Iy difficult for school districts to implement additonal budget reductions when
approximately 85% of our district budgets are in arrmallycontracted salanes and

bene fits.

Finally, we ask that dunng these extraordinary times, legislation reflects our need for
flexibilityin the F-12 educationbudget. The following are budget adjustruents Governor
Diavis and the legislature should consider:

* Flexibihtyn all categoncal finding, exce pt 5pecial Education. Place all
categorical funds mto ablock grant and let local distcts determine the best use of
these funds; 1e. 31, Iiller-Urnrub, Morgan-Hart, mstruc tional materials, hibrary,

ete.

* Federal Special Ed funds should be rebated to local districts.

* Delayimplementation of anyne winiiatives (new mandates with reduced funding
are overwhelrming).

*  Provide flexibility in mandatory reserve requiremne nts.
*  Warve or elireinate the deferred maintenance match.

*  Provide flextbility in class-size withan the Class Size Reduction Program.
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* Reduce the amount of e gquired standardized testing (which is labor

intenstve and expensive ).

We appreciate your hard work in these very difficult firnes. We will continue to

work with you fo resobve these complex issues.

Sincerely,

—

T %
I'\‘.Fl..t.'\ “‘-; fr——

Shetla Jordan, County S uperintendent

On Behalfof District Supenntende nts in Alarieda County

Alan Mishino, Super kterdert
Alameda Unified School Dirict

Willian L. Wong, Superitendert
ATharg Ui d School District

Mlickels Lavwmerce , Supsridenderd
Berkeloy Und e d School District

Janes L. Fitspatrick, Superindendert
Castro Walley Thafied Schwool Didrict

Jokm Sughyarra , Saperivdervdert
Lrablin Thified School District

Hermy Der, State Sdwivistr ator
Extery Thnified Schwool District

Joan Eearal, Super vderdert
Haywrard Thnified School District

Siean Spealaven k. Swperitendert
Hewr Havern Thid & 4 School District
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Eermeth &, Sherer, Superiderdert
Hewrads Thndfied School District

Dermie Chaconas, Superidendert
Oaklnd Uhified School D itrict

Gadl 3. Uilkerna, Superirtendent
Pie drvort Thified School District

Jokm Casey, Superivdendert
Pl asariton Thdfied School District

Thohae Himmelberg, Superivtendert
San Le andro Thaified School District

Amie (Flassherg, Superivtendert
San Lorengo Thnifie d School D trict

Diave E. Everett, Supertendert
Sol Glen Thadied School Digrict

Blarisrme P. Griffith, Presidert
bEt. House Elanerdary School District



